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It is obvious that there is no necessary relation between these different 
types and nationality or language. 

As it is impossible to analyze, in limited space, a work like this, 
abounding in details, it may suffice to point out here its great impor- 
tance to anthropology. An excellent bibliography concludes the 
work. H. ten Kate. 

Indianer und Anglo- Amerikaner : Ein geschichtlicher Uberblick, von 
Georg Friederici. Braunschweig : F. Vieweg & Sohn, 1900. 
16 , 147 pp. 
The author of this work is a German officer who, from long resi- 
dence in this country, has been led to take an interest in Indian things. 
In a previous brochure he treated the subject of scalping, from the eth- 
nologic standpoint. In this he discusses our Indian policy, or rather the 
general policy of the white colonists toward the aborigines of the present 
United States from the colonial period up to the most recent date. 
As all familiar with the subject are well aware, the history is a long 
record of aggression, massacre, and broken faith, in which every cruelty 
and perfidy of the savage was paralleled by the civilized conqueror. In 
Canada, for reasons which are explained at length, the interests of the 
native seem to have been better conserved, with the result that Indian 
outbreaks there are almost unknown. The author shows close famil- 
iarity with the literature of the subject, and every statement is substan- 
tiated by authoritative reference. James Mooney. 

Chronological History of Ancient Egypt. By Orlando P. Schmidt. 
Cincinnati : George C. Shaw, 1900. 8°, 569 pp. 
This " self-verifying history," which is destined to make a lasting 
impression in the important field of knowledge to which it is devoted, 
covers the vast period from the founding of the ancient kingdom by 
Mena (4244 b.c.) to the beginning of the Persian dynasty (525 B.C.), in 
all not fewer than 3719 years. Schmidt's chronology did not originate 
in the annals of Manetho and Eratosthenes, but was actually copied 
from the hieroglyphic registers and tables, although the two authorities 
mentioned have served as aids in the restoration. Schmidt's chro- 
nology is adjusted to the sothiac epochs, which were astronomically 
fixed, every one of them comprising a period of 146 1 years. The 
author's first book is devoted to a description of the sothiac system, 
and shows how the reigns were adjusted to the sothiac epochs, explain- 
ing also the hidden meaning of the " epoch-titles " assumed by the 
"epoch-kings." These "epoch-reigns" have enabled the author to 
restore the chronology to a year, and the " epoch-titles " verify it beyond 
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question. This singular arrangement, peculiar to Egypt, may be made 
clear by the following examples : Chufu (Cheops) I was epoch-king 
" Mechiris " for twenty-two years after 3644 b.c. ; Seti I was epoch- 
king " Osiropis " for twenty-three years after 1584 B.C. In following 
these indications it has been proven that " as far back as 4244 b.c. the 
Egyptians had the most accurate system of chronology ever devised by 
the ingenuity of man," and the basis of this marvelously accurate mode 
of computing years was the sothiac system. 

In the second part Schmidt treats of the history proper ; the facts 
appear now in their proper relations and are illumined by startling 
discoveries. It is shown that there were but one hundred and forty- 
eight years between the "downfall of the old empire " (2948 b.c.) and 
the beginning of Manetho's twelfth dynasty, and but two hundred and 
forty-two years between the end of this dynasty and the Hamite 
(Hyksos) invasion (2348 b.c). The five hundred and eleven years of 
the Hyksos dynasty came to an end about 1837 b.c, the celebrated 
" Tablet of four hundred years," set up at Tanis in the eighteenth year 
of Rameses II (that is, in 1544 B.C.), dating from the sothiac epoch, 
1944 B.C. 

Astronomical data serve throughout as the framework of the 
history, and, as the author claims, inexorably sweep away a great mass 
of untenable theories and false notions respecting ancient Egypt, its 
people, and its memorable historical evolution. 

It is the author's contention to prove beyond cavil that the epoch- 
titles are of greater chronologic value than the kings' dates transmitted 
by Manetho and others, and that they form, in fact, a canvas-table or 
framework into which the dynasty and rulers' dates must properly be 
entered in order to obtain a complete Egyptian chronology. The first 
three dynasties are perfectly historical, and not mythical as has been 
asserted. Mena, the first king of the first dynasty, headed the sothiac 
year, which commenced 4244 B.C., when Sothis (the dog-star, Sirius) 
rose heliacally (" just before sunrise ") on the first day of the 
month Thoth of that year. Mena's epoch-title is Athothis, which, in 
Egyptian, Aa-tehuli, is equivalent to "Offspring of Thoth." He 
governed sixty-two years and was succeeded by his son Teta. The 
dynasties which preceded Mena were, according to the ancients, 
dynasties of gods and of heroes. The latter were called in Egyptian 
achi-u, or the saints, and are mythical ; Schmidt believes they were 
symbols or impersonations of the various attributes of the "hidden 
god," whose name, if known, was never written nor spoken, to whom no 
temples were built, and of whom no image was ever made, but who was 
worshiped in spirit and in silence alone. A. S. Gatschet. 



